ABRAHAM    LINCOLN

was a frontiersman. He came from the state of
Tennessee and he was the first President from
the frontier; all his predecessors had come from
the original thirteen states. He brought the rude,
direct methods of the frontier to the White
House; he brought the West into the sphere
which had formerly known only North and
South.

Illinois was strong for Jackson; it was an over-
whelmingly Democratic state. True, the opposi-
tion party, now organised under the name of the
Whigs and led in the country by Henry Clay,
had some support in the state, but it was small.
Nor is this surprising. What state more likely to
support the frontiersman in the White House
than the frontier state of Illinois? And what
man more likely to support the frontiersman
than Abraham Lincoln? But it was not so, Lin-
coln, was a Whig, a follower of Henry Clay.
This is a surprising fact and it is not easy to
find any adequate explanation. No biographer
of Lincoln appears to have examined the ques-
tion thoroughly. It may be that Lincoln was
influenced by the powerful figure of Henry Clay
and his advocacy of a national bank for the
United States, of high tariffs, and of a policy of
'internal improvements' or development works,
such as railways, roads and canals, It may be that
his earliest friends in New Salem had Whig
leanings. Perhaps those Southern influences
which were strong in Kentucky and southern